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MINISTRY OF FOMENTO. 


COLONIZATION, INDUSTRY, AND COMMERCE 

OF THE MEXICAN REPUBLIC. 


Section Y. 

His Most Serene Highness, the General President, has been 
pleased to direct to me the following decree: — 

Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, well deserving of the country, 
General of Division, Grand Master of the National and dis¬ 
tinguished Order of Guadalupe, Cavalier Grand Cross of the 
Royal and distinguished Spanish Order of Charles the III., and 
President of the Republic of Mexico, to all its inhabitants be 
it known : That, in virtue of the authority which the Nation has 
been pleased to confer on me, I have thought proper to decree 
the following: — 


Single Article. 

The contract, solemnly made this day with Mr. J. B. Moore, 
and associates, for the construction of a railroad across the ter¬ 
ritory of the Mexican Republic, from the northern frontier of 
the same to any point of the Pacific Ocean between the ports 
of Altata and Manzanillo, is hereby approved, under the con¬ 
ditions expressed in the following articles : — 
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Article I. 

The Supreme Government of the Republic of Mexico grants 
to J. B. Moore, and his associates and successors, the exclu¬ 
sive privilege of constructing, owning, and operating a railroad 
across the territory of the Republic of Mexico, commencing at 
the northern frontier of the Republic on the Rio Grande (or 
Rio Bravo del Norte) at any point between its mouth and its 
intersection with the thirtieth parallel of north latitude, and 
terminating at any point on the Pacific Ocean between the port 
of Altata and the port of Manzanillo, both inclusive; it being 
understood that nothing herein contained invalidates any other 
concession or grant which the Supreme Government may have 
made to other parties, previous to the date of this contract. 

Article II. 

The Company shall have power to give to the railroad such 
direction as it may judge most favorable and advantageous for 
the enterprise, and, till its completion, shall have power at any 
time to change or vary its course or direction, in case any diffi¬ 
culty or obstacles should be encountered that might interfere 
with or prevent its construction on the first line selected; it 
being understood between the contracting parties that the 
Company must first come to an agreement with the Supreme 
Government before it can proceed to make such change or vari¬ 
ations from the original location of said railroad. 

Article III. 

The Company may select, within the limits mentioned in the 
first article of this contract, the point which it may consider 
most advantageous and convenient for a port of entry and 
anchorage of vessels; as well as places for unloading and dis¬ 
embarking, for warehouses, wharf depots, counting-houses, 
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and establishments of every description, necessary for the con¬ 
struction, preservation, and use of the railroad and its appurte¬ 
nances. 


Article IV. 

When the point shall have been definitely determined at 
which the said railroad shall terminate on the Pacific, the 
Supreme Government of the Republic of Mexico agrees to 
proclaim that point a port of entry, in case it is not already 
one. 


Article Y. 

The Supreme Government of the Republic of Mexico engages 
neither itself to make or construct a railroad, nor to grant to 
any association, company, or individual whatever, under any 
title, the power to make, construct, or establish any other rail¬ 
road within twenty-five leagues on each side of that stipulated 
for by this contract, which can serve as a means of transit for 
freight and passengers from the Pacific to the Rio Grande; it 
being understood that nothing contained in this article shall pre¬ 
vent or hinder in any manner the Supreme Government from 
making or granting to others the right of making lateral roads 
or branches on each side of said railroad as it shall consider 
necessary and advantageous to the wants and prosperity of the 
Republic; provided said branch road or roads, when so con¬ 
structed, have no tendency to divert the trade and travel between 
the Rio Grande and the Pacific Ocean from the Company’s 
main line. 


Article VI. 

The Supreme Government grants to the Company, on the 
route which may be selected, all the uncultivated lands neces¬ 
sary for the railroad and its appurtenances, such as depots, 
warehouses, stations, and in fine all the other works and im- 
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provements. mentioned in the third article of this contract. 
The Supreme Government likewise authorizes the Company to 
take for these objects the lands of private individuals, towns, 
and corporations, by indemnifying the proprietors according to 
the existing law of expropriation made for public utility ; it being 
understood and agreed between the contracting parties that 
if any difference, difficulty, or misunderstanding should arise 
between the Supreme Government and the proprietors of the 
land selected by said railroad Company for the construction of 
the road, in relation to the title or measurement of said lands, 
said difference, difficulty, or misunderstanding must be settled 
between the Company and the proprietor or proprietors of said 
disputed lands, without involving any expense to the Supreme 
Government. 


Article VII. 

The Company shall have the right of taking from the un¬ 
cultivated lands, within the limits mentioned in the first article 
of this contract, all materials necessary for the construction, 
maintenance, and preservation of the railroad and its appurte¬ 
nances, as mentioned in the third and sixth articles of this con¬ 
tract ; paying, however, for said materials such a value or price 
as may be agreed on between the contracting parties. The 
Company shall have the right, likewise, of taking such materials 
from the lands of private individuals, towns, and corporations, 
indemnifying the proprietors according to the laws. 


Article VIII. 

All the wagons, carriages, instruments, utensils, machines, 
locomotives, trains, and their concomitants for transportation, 
harnesses and gear for beasts of burden, iron, coal, and all 
other materials intended or necessary for the construction, 
maintenance, and preservation of said railroad and its appurte¬ 
nances, and for the use of the Company, its agents, employes, 
laborers, and all other persons who may be in its service, shall 
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be free from all custom-house duties, and every oilier kind of 
duties, imposts, and contributions at present in force or which 
may hereafter be established, of whatever kind, denomination, 
or nature they may be, and without any distinction in favor of 
their origin, whether national or foreign, in regard to the objects 
referred to and specified in the present article; it being under¬ 
stood and agreed between the contracting parties that, in the 
things above enumerated, neither provisions nor made-up cloth¬ 
ing, nor merchandise of any description, are included, and shall 
not be introduced or imported by said railroad Company with¬ 
out special permission from the Supreme Government. And it 
is further agreed that, from and after the day on which the 
railroad shall be completed and opened to public use, all con¬ 
cessions granted by the Supreme Government to the Company 
in the present article shall be considered null and void, with 
the exception of those relative to iron, timber, wood, stone, 
coal, machines, trains, locomotives, and their concomitants for 
transportation, gear and harness for beasts of burden, and such 
other materials and utensils as may be necessary for the main¬ 
tenance, preservation, operation, and use of said railroad and 
its appurtenances, which articles and materials shall at all times 
be admitted free of duty, as mentioned in the first part of this 
article. 


Article IX. 

The Company shall have the right of introducing into the 
Republic of Mexico such Irish, German, and other laborers, 
as it may consider necessary for the execution of its works; 
giving notice to the Supreme Government of its demands for 
their introduction, said workmen or laborers remaining always 
subject to the laws of the Republic. 


Article X. 

Mexican citizens, employed by the Company, in whatever 
capacity, shall be exempted from all military service during the 
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time they ave so employed, except in case of invasion of the 
country by a foreign enemy. 

Article XI. 

The Company shall be formed within eight months, counted 
from the publication by the Supreme Government of the decree 
authorizing this contract, and the Company or undertakers shall, 
within the same period, give due notice of said formation to the 
Mexican Minister in the United States or England, and if not 
formed within this time the present contract shall be considered 
null and void. 


Article XII. 

The construction of said railroad shall be commenced within 
two and a half years from the publication by the Supreme 
Government of the decree authorizing this contract, and com¬ 
pleted within ten years from the publication of said decree; 
provided that no unforeseen circumstance, over which the Com¬ 
pany has no control, take, place, that may prevent it from ful¬ 
filling its obligations at the time specified, such as war or 
epidemic diseases. The Supreme Government of the Republic of 
Mexico shall grant the extension of time due on account of these 
unforeseen circumstances, by prolonging the time for commenc¬ 
ing or completing said railroad in proportion to the time lost 
by such accidental events. 

Article XIII. 

Upon the completion of said way of communication, the 
Company engages to effect, always with care, punctuality, and 
celerity, and without exception as to national character, the 
transportation of all travellers, cattle, goods, produce, mer¬ 
chandise, and materials of every description which may be con¬ 
fided to it, according to the tariff prices, which shall be equal 
both to natives and foreigners. 
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Article XIY. 

Should the construction of a railroad be found impracticable, 
after a thorough examination by competent engineers, over one 
or more portions of the line selected for said railroad, then, and 
in that case, the Company will construct a carriage, wagon, or 
mule road over or around such impracticable parts. 


Article XY. 

All effects and merchandise which may be destined or in¬ 
tended for transit over the road, and not' for distribution along 
the line of communication, shall be free from all custom-house 
duties, contributions, or imposts of any description. Neither 
passport nor letters of security will be required of persons pass¬ 
ing over said railroad, from one extremity to the other, and not 
remaining in the country; nor shall the Supreme Government 
impose any tax or contribution upon said passengers, their 
money or effects. 


Article XYI. 

All effects, merchandise, manufactures, produce, or materials 
of any kind, which may be deposited in the stores and ware¬ 
houses of the Company, destined or intended for transit over 
the road, shall be free from all custom-house duties, contribu¬ 
tions, or imposts, general or local, of any description. 


Article XVII. 

All vessels owned or employed by the Company, entering or 
departing from the port or harbor at the terminus of said rail¬ 
road on the Pacific, are exempted, upon the payment to the 
Supreme Government of one thousand dollars on all vessels 
over one thousand tons burden, and on the payment of five 
2 





10 


hundred dollars on all vessels of one thousand tons burden and 
under, from all further custom-house duties, port charges, or 
local taxes of any description; it being understood that this 
concession made by the Supreme Government to all vessels 
owned or employed by said railroad Company shall only con¬ 
tinue in force fifty years, counted from the day on which the 
road shall be completed and opened to public use. It is further 
stipulated and agreed between the contracting parties that the 
Company shall pay to the Supreme Government an additional 
compensation of one dollar and fifty cents per ton, of twenty 
hundred weight, for such number of tons as they may import 
or bring of goods or merchandise on said vessels for consump¬ 
tion in the interior of the Republic; this not to be considered 
or understood as exempting said merchandise from the payment 
of import and other duties established by the laws. It is 
also agreed between the contracting parties that, should the 
Supreme Government, at any time previous to the expiration 
of the fifty years mentioned in the present article, reduce or 
lower the present rates of tonnage duties on vessels entering or 
departing from the ports or bays of the Republic, they shall 
reduce or lower in a proportionate or corresponding manner the 
rates herein agreed to be paid by the Company. 


Article XVIII. 

The Company shall have the exclusive control over the rail¬ 
road and its appurtenances, fix and modify the tariff of charges 
for the transportation of passengers, merchandise, and effects 
of every description, as well as the rates of stoppage and stor¬ 
age in their depositories, stores, buildings, and establishments 
of every kind; it being understood and agreed between the con¬ 
tracting parties that said tariff charges, when so fixed by the 
Company, shall never exceed (fifty dollars for each passenger, 
and not over) fifty dollars per ton on freight for the whole 
length of the road; nor twelve and a half cents per mile for 
each passenger or ton of freight, when the distance traversed is 
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over twenty-five miles, and less than the whole length of the 
road; nor twenty-five cents per mile for each passenger or ton 
of goods, when the distance traversed is less than twenty-five 
miles ; with the exception of money, precious metals, diamonds, 
pearls, and small parcels, as well as goods, merchandise, or 
effects remitted by one individual which do not amount to one 
quarter of a ton, the transportation of which over said railroad 
shall be at such rates as may be agreed on between the Com¬ 
pany and the remitter. It is further agreed that both the tariff 
of prices, and the changes or variations which may be made in 
it by the Company, shall be communicated to the Supreme Gov¬ 
ernment, and notice given to the public three months prior to, 
or in anticipation of, said change or variations. 

Article XIX. 

The railroad, mentioned in the preceding articles, when 
finished, together with all its appurtenances, shall belong for 
ever to the Company ; but the exclusive privilege granted to the 
Company by the Supreme Government, over twenty-five leagues 
of territory on each side of said railroad, shall only continue in 
force ninety-nine years, counted from the date, of this contract. 

Article XX. 

The Supreme Government of the Republic of Mexico, in 
concert with the Company, shall fix and determine the forms to 
be observed in the landing of merchandise and effects at each end 
of said railroad, for the purpose or object of preventing said mer¬ 
chandise and effects, destined to be transported from one end of the 
railroad to the other, from being left on the way, or fraudulently 
introduced for consumption in' the country. The said forms or 
precaution shall be such as may tend to prevent all frauds to the 
injury of the public revenues, without delaying or embarrassing 
the rapid dispatch and transit of merchandise, baggage, and 
passengers ; and should the Supreme Government deem it nec- 
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essary, each train, of cars, carrying merchandise or baggage, 
destined for simple transportation over the whole line, may be 
accompanied by an officer of customs having charge of such 
effects, which shall be transported or conveyed in cars locked by 
keys, which shall be in exclusive possession of this, government 
or its employes; the salaries of said officers shall be paid by 
the Supreme Government, but their transportation shall be at 
the expense of the Company ; but the regulations prescribed in 
this article shall not be understood as applicable to the goods 
destined for the interior of the Republic, which may be left at 
those points of the line of transit for which they may be des¬ 
tined ; and the Supreme Government will take suitable precau¬ 
tions to prevent any fraud in regard to them, but without, 
thereby, impeding the punctual and rapid passage of the trains. 

Article XXI. 

The transportation of mails over said railroad shall be the 
subject-matter of a future contract or contracts. 


Article XXII. 

All the conditions contained in this contract are extended to 
any branch or branches that the Company at any time may feel 
disposed to construct within the limits mentioned in the first 
article of this contract, — with the exception that no other port 
of entry can be opened on the Pacific, nor shall said branches 
enjoy the exclusive privilege of constructing any other branch 
within the distance of twenty-five leagues on each side of said 
branch road, within which no other road or branch can be 
constructed. 


Article XXIII. 


One-fourth of the capital stock of the Company shall be 
reserved for the inhabitants of the Republic of Mexico, for the 
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term of six months, during which time books of subscription 
will be kept open in the city of Mexico, and such other places 
as may be agreed on between the Supreme Government and 
the Company. 


Article XXIV. 

The Company agrees to transport the troops and officers of 
the Supreme Government, when travelling on public service, as 
also provisions, munitions of war, and money belonging to the 
Government, for fifty per cent less than the tariff charges, 
which the Company may fix and determine upon. 

Article XXV. 

As a consideration for the privileges and immunities granted 
in this contract, the Company binds itself to pay to the Supreme 
Government of the Republic of Mexico, at the same time and 
in the same manner that dividends shall be made to its stock¬ 
holders, ten per cent of said dividends, and in addition thereto 
the sum of fifteen thousand dollars every six months, making 
the first payment in six months, counting from the day in which 
the road shall be completed and opened for public use; and the 
Supreme Government, on its part, agrees to for ever exonerate 
and exempt the capital of the aforesaid Company, invested in 
said undertaking, and the said Railroad, with the appurtenances, 
property, and effects of every description, appertaining and nec¬ 
essary thereto, from all or any imposts, taxes, or contributions 
of whatever nature, now in force or which may hereafter be 
established. 


Article XXVI. 

The privileges and immunities herein granted to the Company 
by the Supreme Government of the Republic of Mexico shall 
not be transferred, hypothecated, or pledged to any foreign 
government. 
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Article XXVII. ‘ 

If any doubt, difficulty, or disagreement should arise between 
the Supreme Government of the Republic of Mexico and the 
Company, with respect to the interpretation or execution of this 
contract, said doubt, difficulty, or disagreement shall be sub¬ 
mitted to two arbitrators, one of them named or chosen by the 
Supreme Government and the other by the Company; and if 
the said arbitrators should not agree, then they shall submit the 
question or questions in dispute to an umpire to be chosen by 
said arbitrators, and the joint and concurrent award of the 
arbitrators, or the separate award of the umpire when the 
arbitrators do not agree, shall be final and conclusive between 
the parties. 


Article XXVIII. 

The two arbitrators, mentioned in the preceding article, shall 
be named or chosen by the Supreme Government of the Re¬ 
public of Mexico and by the Company, immediately after the 
Company, which is to be formed in virtue of this contract, shall 
have been duly organized, and due notice of said organization 
shall have been given to the duly accredited Mexican Minister 
in the United States or England; it being understood and 
agreed between the contracting parties that no intervention of 
any foreign minister, functionary, or foreign government of any 
description, shall be allowed to change, modify, or in any man¬ 
ner interfere with the decision of said arbitrators, nor with the 
decision of the umpire chosen by said arbitrators, but the said 
decision or decisions so made shall be conclusive and without 
appeal by the parties who sign this contract; it being further 
understood that the mere fact of claiming the intervention or 
protection of a foreign government in any claim, doubt, ques¬ 
tion, or difficulty that may arise, shall make the contract null 
and of no effect, in regard to the claimant of such intervention 
or protection^ whether it be the Company or a single indi¬ 
vidual. 
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Therefore, I order it to be printed, published, circulated, and 
that it be duly executed. 

Given at the National Palace of Mexico, the 23d of Novem¬ 
ber, 1854. 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 


To the Minister of Fomento. 

i And I communicate it to you, for your intelligence and con¬ 
sequent action. 

God and Liberty. — Mexico, Nov. 23, 1854. 

The Minister of Fomento, Colonization, 
Industry, and Commerce, 
Joaquin Velazquez de Leon. 






ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT 


OF THE 


RIO GRANDE, MEXICAN, AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Whereas, by a decree of His Most Serene Highness, Antonio 
Lopez de Santa Anna, President of the Republic of Mexico, 
given at the National Palace of Mexico, on the 23d of Novem¬ 
ber, 1854, it was declared that the contract celebrated on said day 
with Mr. James B. Moore, and associates, for the construction 
of a railroad across the territory of the Mexican Republic, from 
the northern frontier of the same to any point of the Pacific 
Ocean between the ports of Altata and the Manzanillo, was 
approved under conditions expressed in certain articles hereunto 
annexed and marked A ; and 

Whereas, by the first of said articles, the Supreme Govern¬ 
ment of the Republic of Mexico granted to J. B. Moore, and 
his associates and successors, the exclusive privilege of con¬ 
structing, owning, and operating a railroad across the Republic 
of Mexico, commencing at the northern frontier of the Re¬ 
public on the Rio Grande (or Rio Bravo del Norte), at any 
point between its mouth and its intersection with the thirtieth 
parallel of north latitude, and terminating at any point on the 
Pacific Ocean between the port of Altata and the port of the 
Manzanillo, both inclusive; and 

Whereas, by the eleventh of said articles, it is declared that 
the Company shall be formed within eight months counted from 
the publication by the Supreme Government of the decree 
authorizing said contract, and that the Company or undertakers 
shall within the same period give due notice of said forma¬ 
tion to the Mexican Minister in the United States, or England, 
and if not formed within this time the said contract shall be con¬ 
sidered null and void; 
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Now, for the purpose of carrying into effect said articles, the 
undersigned, the said Janies B. Moore, and the undersigned, E. 
Kingman, John L. Hayes, C. Wendell, and L. Lea, who have 
associated themselves with him, have signed the following arti¬ 
cles of agreement; to wit: 

Article I. 

The undersigned associate themselves in a company which 
shall be called the " Rio Grande, Mexican, and Pacific Railroad 
Company.” 


Article H. 

The said Company is formed for the purpose of constructing, 
owning, and operating a railroad across the territory of the Re¬ 
public of Mexico, commencing at the northern frontier of the 
Republic on the Rio Grande at any point between its mouth and 
its intersection with the thirtieth parallel of north latitude, and 
terminating at any point on the Pacific Ocean between the port 
of Altata and the port of the Manzanillo, both inclusive. And 
we agree to admit as our associates such persons and their 
assigns as shall subscribe and pay for stock upon the terms and 
conditions to be fixed by the Board of Directors to be hereafter 
appointed, or their successors. 

Article III. 

The business of the Company shall be conducted at its office 
in the city of Washington, or at such place in the United 
States as shall hereafter be fixed by the Board of Directors. 

• 

Article IV. 

The Board of Directors shall consist of five persons, three of 
whom shall form a quorum. The said Board shall have power 
3 
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to conduct all the affairs of the Company, make By-Laws for the 
proper and regular transaction of its business and that of the 
Company, apply to any State Legislature for any act which may 
be desired to carry into effect the objects of the Company, and to 
make sales or transfers of the whole or any portion of the 
interests of the Company. 


Article V. 


The Board of Directors may fill any vacancy that may occur 
in its own body. 


Article VI. 


The Board of Directors shall elect one of their number Presi¬ 
dent of the Company, and another Secretary of the Company, the 
latter to be Secretary of the Company and of the Board, and 
to be sworn to the faithful discharge of his duties. 


Article YII. 


The Board of Directors shall have the power to delegate all 
their authority to one or more members of the Board, which 
power shall not be revocable by a subsequent Board. 


Article VIII. 


The following named persons shall constitute the Board of 
Directors, to wit: E. Kingman, John L. Hayes, C. Wendell, 
L. Lea, and James B. Moore; and shall continue\in office for 
the term of one year, at which time a new election may take 
place, and in case no election shall take place the same Board 
shall continue in office. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered at Washington on the eighth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord 1855. 


(Signed) 


JAMES B. MOORE. 

E. KINGMAN. 

JOHN L. HAYES. 

C. WENDELL. 

L. LEA, by his Attorney. 
L. R. Smoot. 


In presence of 


(Signed) Wm. Hillix. 

W. Call an. 
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District of Columbia, County of Washington. 

On this eighth day of August, in the year of our Lord eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five, personally appeared Janies B. Moore, 
E. Kingman, John L. Hayes, C. Wendell, L. Lea by his At¬ 
torney, L. R. Smoot, and severally acknowledged the above 
and foregoing instrument to be^ their act and deed. 

Given, under my hand and seal, this day and year first and 
above written. 

(Signed ) N. C ALLAN, J. P. [l. s.] 

Washington County, D. C. 

At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Rio Grande, 
Mexican, and Pacific Railroad Company, held in the Banking- 
house of Suter, Lea, and Company, in the city of Washington, 
on the eighth day of August, A. D. 1855, 

PRESENT : 

E. Kingman, J. B. Moore, John L. Hayes, 

Voted, That the Directors proceed to the election of a Presi¬ 
dent and Secretary of the Board and of the Company aforesaid. 

And thereupon Luke Lea, of Washington, was unanimously 
elected President of said Company, and John L. Hayes was 
elected Secretary. 


District of Columbia, Washington, ss. 

On this eighth day of August, A.D. 1855, personally 
appeared the above named John L. Hayes, and made solemn 
oath that he would faithfully perform his duties as Secretary of 
the Rio Grande, Mexican, and Pacific Railroad Company. 

Before me, 

(Signed) N. CALLAN, J. P. 
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Washington, D. C., August 8,1855. 

Sir, — Your Excellency is hereby notified that, in pursuance 
of articles eleventh and twenty-eighth of a decree of His Most 
Serene Highness, Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, President of 
the Republic of Mexico, given at the National Palace in Mexico, 
on the twenty-third of November, A. D. 1854, and officially 
published on the ninth of December of the same year, approv¬ 
ing and reciting the contract of J. B. Moore for the con¬ 
struction of a railroad across the territory of the Mexican 
Republic, from the northern frontier of the same to any point of 
the Pacific Ocean between the ports of Altata and the Manza¬ 
nillo, a Company styled " The Rio Grande, Mexican, and Pacific 
Railroad Company,” has been formed to carry into effect the 
objects of said contract, and has this day been organized, at the 
Banking-house of Suter, Lea, and Company, in the city of Wash¬ 
ington, by the choice of a Board of Directors, President, and 
Secretary. 

Your Excellency will confer a favor on me by acknowledging 
the receipt of this communication. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 

(Signed) JOHN L. HAYES, 

Secretary of the Rio Grande, Mexican, and 
• Pacific Railroad Company. 


His Excellency, 

Senor General Don Juan N. Almonte, 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Mexican Republic 
at Washington. 





21 


Mexican Legation, Washington, August 14, 1855. 

Sir, — As requested by you, I acknowledge the receipt of 
your communication of the eighth instant, purporting thereby to 
officially notify me that, in pursuance of articles eleventh and 
twenty-eighth of a decree of His Most Serene Highness, An¬ 
tonio Lopez de Santa Anna, President of the Republic of 
Mexico, given at the National Palace in Mexico, on the twenty- 
third of November, A. D. 1854, and officially published on the 
ninth of December of the same year, approving and reciting the 
contract of J. B. Moore for the construction of a railroad across 
the territory of the Mexican Republic, from the northern fron¬ 
tier of the same to any point of the Pacific Ocean between the 
ports of Altata and the Manzanillo, a Company styled "The 
Rio Grande, Mexican, and Pacific Railroad Company,” ha»been 
formed to carry into effect the object of said contract, and was 
that day organized at the Banking-house of Messrs. Suter, Lea, 
and Company, in the city of Washington, by the choice of a 
Board of Directors, President, and Secretary, you yourself hav¬ 
ing been chosen to the last-named office. 

I will transmit a copy of your communication to my Gov¬ 
ernment, and have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) J. N. ALMONTE. 

John L. Hayes, Esq., Secretary of the Rio Grande, Mexican, 
and Pacific Railroad Company. 


Washington «City. 
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MEMORIAL 


OF THE 

RIO GRANDE, MEXICAN, AND PACIFIC RAILROAD CO. 


To the Senate of the United States : 

The memorial of the Rio Grande, Mexican, and Pacific Railroad 
Company, by Luke Lea, their president, respectfully represents : 

That the memorialists are informed that a treaty has been negoti¬ 
ated between the government of the United States and the constitu¬ 
tional government of the Republic of Mexico, which is now before 
your honorable body for ratification ; and that in said treaty, among 
other things, there is a provision for securing to citizens of the 
United States a right of way for a railroad from some point on the 
Rio Grande to the port of Mazatlan, in the Republic of Mexico, 
with concessions for the transit of goods and passengers on such rail¬ 
road when constructed ; and your memorialists have reason to appre¬ 
hend that the ratification of said treaty, without amendment, would 
most injuriously affect the vested rights of said company. 

The character and validity of the rights claimed by said company 
will be seen by the following statement: — 

On the 23d of November, 1854, a decree was issued by His 
Serene Highness, General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, president 
of the Republic of Mexico, and officially published on the 9th of 
December, 1854, confirming a contract which had been celebrated 
between the supreme government of the republic and James B. Moore 
and his associates, by which contract, in consideration of certain 
covenants and agreements on the part of the said James B. Moore 
and his associates, the supreme government granted to them the 
exclusive right of constructing a railroad within the territory of 
Mexico, from any point on the Rio Grande, or the Rio Bravo del 
Norte, between its mouth and its intersection with the thirtieth paral¬ 
lel of north latitude, and any point on the Pacific Ocean between the 
ports of Altata and the Manzanillo, both inclusive; a printed copy 
of which decree and contract is herewith submitted. 
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In pursuance of the requirements of the eleventh article of the 
contract, a company was formed on the 8th of August, 1855, in the 
city of Washington, for the purpose of carrying into effect the objects 
contemplated, under the name of the Rio Grande, Mexican, and 
Pacific Railroad Company, of which the undersigned was made presi¬ 
dent ; and John L. Hayes, secretary. On the same day due notice of 
the formation of said company was given by the secretary to the 
Mexican minister in the United States, as provided in the eleventh 
article of the contract. Thus the company was duly formed within 
the period of eight months, counted from the publication by the su¬ 
preme government of Mexico of'the decree authorizing the contract, 
and all the rights conferred by said decree became vested in the Rio 
Grande, Mexican, and Pacific Railroad Company. 

The rights which accrued to the company by the contract above 
referred to were of the most important character. The contract 
gave them the exclusive right, for ninety-pine years, of constructing a 
railroad within the limits specified, — the road when finished to be 
held in perpetuity ; the right to take possession of all lands necessary 
for their roadway, depots, and warehouses, upon conforming with the 
existing laws of expropriation in the republic ; the right to introduce 
foreign laborers; the exemption of all their employes from military 
service ; the right to introduce iron and all other materials necessary 
for the construction of the road free from duty ; and the right to 
carry passengers and merchandise without any government tax or im¬ 
position whatsoever. In fact, the contract gave every privilege 
necessary to establish an absolutely free transit from American across 
Mexican territory, to the Pacific. 

Within a few months after the date of the above-mentioned con¬ 
tract, application was made by Mr. Moore, in behalf of himself and 
his associates, to the supreme government of Mexico, for a decree 
which would extend their privileges over more northern portions of 
Mexico than were embraced in the original contract. This applica¬ 
tion having been duly considered by General Santa Anna, then presi¬ 
dent of the republic, at a full council of his ministers, was favorably 
acted upon, and a decree made in conformity with the application ; 
the effect of which decree was to extend the time for commencing 
and completing the road under the original contract. Nothing was 
wanting to give full effect to this decree except its official publication. 
But this was, unfortunately, prevented by the breaking forth of a 
civil war, which threw all the departments of the government into 
confusion. 
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The company being unable to present to the public the legal au¬ 
thentication of their rights under the supplemental decree, and trust¬ 
ing that the civil war which distracted the republic, and rendered the 
commencement of their enterprise wholly impracticable, would soon 
cease, urged the publication of the supplemental decree, through their 
resident agent in the city of Mexico. They received repeated assur¬ 
ances from him that the supreme government would not only com¬ 
plete their rights under the supplemental decree, by causing its official 
publication, Put would make to them ljberal grants of land to aid in 
the construction of the road. After having waited several months 
for the promised publication and concessions, the company directed 
their secretary to present a communication to the Mexican minister 
in Washington, with a request that it might be transmitted by him to 
his government, representing the embarrassment to which they had 
been subjected in consequence of the failure of the supreme govern¬ 
ment to publish the last mentioned decree ; requesting its immediate 
publication, and giving notice to the government of Mexico that the 
company claimed that the time limited for commencing and complet¬ 
ing the road should begin from the date of the publication of the 
decree. 

This communication, claiming an extension of time for the reasons 
set forth, was made within the period limited for commencing the 
enterprise. No answer to this communication having been received, 
the company despatched their associate, Mr. Moore, to the city of 
Mexico, for the purpose of urging the publication of the decree. 
Having done so informally, but without success, on the 18th of 
August, 1857, he presented a formal request to the Minister of Fo- 
mento, for the publication of the decree. To this communication the 
Minister replied by enclosing a copy of a decree of President Comon¬ 
fort, dated August 25, 1857, by which it was declared that the privi¬ 
leges granted to Mr. Moore and his associates were extinct on account 
of their not having complied with the conditions on which the privi¬ 
leges were granted. This decree being in violation of the contract, 
no other resource was left to Mr. Moore but to protest, in the name 
of the company, against the act as illegal and unjust. His protest 
was transmitted by the minister of the United States in Mexico to 
that government. 

The company having been informed, upon the return of Mr. Moore 
to the United States, of the action of the government of Mexico 
above referred to, and deeming that the existence and continuance of 
their privileges were not legally impaired thereby, directed their 
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secretary to present a communication to the Mexican minister in the 
United States, and through him to his government, again protesting 
against its action as in violation of their chartered rights. In this 
communication the Mexican minister and government were formally 
notified that such a case of disagreement had arisen between the su¬ 
preme government and the company as was provided for by the 27th 
article of the contract, which declares that “ if any doubt, ditficulty, 
or disagreement should arise between the supreme government of the 
Republic of Mexico and the company, with respect to the interpreta¬ 
tion or execution of this contract, said doubt, ditficulty, or disagree¬ 
ment shall be submitted to two arbitrators, one of them to be 
appointed or chosen by the supreme government and the other by the 
company.” A formal proposition was also made for the arbitration 
of the matters in controversy between the government and the com¬ 
pany, as provided in the above recited article. This communication 
was forwarded to General Robles, the Mexican minister at Washing¬ 
ton, on the 3d of March, 1858, and its receipt was duly acknowl¬ 
edged by him; but no response has been received from the Mexican 
government. 

The company regarding the decree of President Comonfort as 
palpably illegal and void, since it was a direct and flagrant violation 
of the express terms of the contract it purports to annul, soon after 
the recognition by the government of the United States of the con¬ 
stitutional government of Mexico, viz., on- the 6th of June, 1859, 
transmitted to that government, through its Minister in the United 
States, a formal application for a decree which should revive and 
confirm the contract under which the company was organized, and 
for a provision in the treaty, then in the course of negotiation, for 
the guaranty and protection of the company in the prosecution of the 
enterprise which they had undertaken. No answer to this applica¬ 
tion has been received, and the company have now no resource but 
an appeal to their own government for the protection of their 
rights. 

Your memorialists are aware that no government can be expected 
to prosecute the demands of its citizens against foreign powers at the 
risk of endangering friendly international relations, and of jeopardiz¬ 
ing the welfare of the whole nation to which the aggrieved citizens 
may belong. But whilst this is true, there can be no doubt of the 
obligation of a government to protect its citizens in their rights when¬ 
ever it may be consistent with its general duty to the commonwealth 
to do so. 

4 
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“ Whoever ” (says Vattel, chap. 6, § 71) “ uses a citizen ill, indi¬ 
rectly offends the State which is bound to protect the citizen, and 
the sovereign of the latter State should avenge his wrongs, punish 
the aggressor, and oblige him, if possible, to make full reparation, 
since otherwise the citizen would not obtain the full object of associa¬ 
tion.” “ The life and property, ” says President Buchanan, “ of 
every American citizen ought to be sacredly protected in every quar¬ 
ter of the world.” 

To bring the present case within the terms of the proposition stated, 
it will be necessary that your memorialists show: — 

1. That they have sustained a grievous wrong and injury at the 
hands of Mexico. 

2. That the rights represented by them are of importance to the 
government and people of the United States, and that the government 
would be justified in identifying the common welfare with the specific 
reparation demanded. 

The facts already stated are sufficient to show the gross injustice 
with which the memorialists have been treated. The company were 
certainly excusable for not beginning the road within the limits of 
their original grant, so long as the government of Mexico were 
encouraging them to expect that they would be authorized to build it 
elsewhere. They were deceived by repeated assurances that the sup¬ 
plemental decree would be published, and by promises of grants of 
land in aid of the enterprise. These assurances and promises were 
continued up to the time of the arbitrary and iniquitous decree of 
President Comonfort declaring the contract extinct; since which time 
there can, of course, be no pretence that the company are at fault for 
delay in the prosecution of the work. This decree was abruptly 
made without notice or complaint to the company, although it was 
well known that their agent was present in the capital at the time. 
The provision for arbitration in case of difficulty or disagreement 
was totally disregarded, as was the protest of the agent of the com¬ 
pany made through the American minister. The formal application 
of the company for arbitration has not been noticed; and, finally, the 
last application for the revival of the rights of the company, accom¬ 
panied by a statement of the acts of injustice complained of, is tacitly 
refused. It would be difficult to find, in the history of the dealings 
of governments with individuals, a more palpable instance of faith¬ 
less repudiation by a sovereign state of its solemn contract. 

With what show of reason can Mexico complain of the company 
for failing to fulfil their engagements when she has been in no con- 
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dition to fulfil her own? The contract between the government of 
Mexico on the one part, and the memorialists on the other, imposed 
reciprocal obligations. Mexico covenanted to secure and confirm to 
the grantees an exclusive franchise of way across her territory, with 
a right to impose certain charges for the use thereof. The grantees 
contracted to commence and complete this way of communication 
within a determinate period, provided events, some of which were 
specified, should not occur to prevent them. Your memorialists con¬ 
tend that Mexico utterly failed to comply with the conditions prece¬ 
dent to the performance of the covenants contracted to be performed 
by the grantees. 

At the date when Mexico granted the charter referred to, she was 
at peace with the world and herself. She had recently adjusted her 
outstanding difficulties with the United States, and friendly relations 
existed between the two nations. Very soon, however, after the 
celebration of the contract with your memorialists, Mexico fell again 
into convulsion. General Alvarez headed an army which marched 
upon the capital, and President Santa Anna fled from the country. 
The triumphant general became the supreme head of the government, 
which, however, he soon transferred to General Comonfort, who was 
in turn compelled by a militafy force to quit the country, leaving the 
government in the hands of his constitutional successor, the chief 
justice of the republic. This functionary was driven from point to 
point until he was compelled to take refuge in Vera Cruz, where his 
government subsists upon intercepted taxes upon the imposts, without 
the power to execute a law beyond the limits of the State within 
which it is confined. In the mean time, the rival administration has 
established itself at the Federal city, and holds possession of several 
states adjacent. 

Whilst the central and coastal States were thus divided between 
hostile chiefs, movements were taking place in the States of Sonora, 
Sinaloa, Durango, Chihuahua, and Nueva Leon, through some of 
which the transit line granted to your memorialists was to be located, 
for uniting them in an independent political organization by the 
name of the Republic of the Sierra Madre. 

Your memorialists prepared in good faith to comply with their 
engagements, but found it impossible to command the confidence of 
capitalists in their enterprise, however attractive it might have been 
in a period of peace and safety. For how was it possible, in the 
condition of Mexico, to command the confidence or capital necessary 
for a work of such magnitude ? The executive chair changed occu- 
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pants with every mutation of party success. The government subsisted 
by confiscation, the army by extortion and plunder. The courts of jus¬ 
tice were closed or only employed to shield official oppression. The 
people were impressed into military service. Foreigners resident in 
Mexico were required to contribute to sustain a civil war. During 
this whole period, capital was withdrawn or concealed; and the com¬ 
munication between Mexico and foreign States was almost entirely 
suspended by the guerilla bands which invested the highways of the 
country. 

With this citation of facts, your memorialists ask, How was it pos¬ 
sible for Mexico to comply with the covenants of the charter granted 
to them ? Could she have empowered the grantees to go upon the 
line of transit within States refusing to recognize any general author¬ 
ity ? Could she have exempted the materials and supplies necessary 
for the construction of the road from the rates of taxation which the 
authorities of the northern States had imposed upon all imports ? 
Could she have empowered the memorialists to take possession of 
public or private lands by process of expropriation ? Could she have 
guaranteed the safety of life, liberty, or property, in transit to or from 
the line of the enterprise ? There can be but one answer to these 
questions: Mexico did not and could ncft comply with the fundamen¬ 
tal conditions of her own grant. And it is an universal principle of 
law, that, where the conditions of any covenant have been rendered 
impossible of execution, by the act of the party for whose advan¬ 
tage the covenant is to be performed, the party required to perform 
the covenant is exonerated from compliance until the precedent 
restrictions shall have been removed. 

The memorialists are thus exonerated from obligation to perform 
their part of the covenant by failure on the part of Mexico, even if 
there were no distinct provision in their contract for relief under such 
an unhappy condition of affairs as has prevailed in the republic. But 
the contract itself expressly and distinctly exonerates the company 
from fulfilling their obligations within the time specified under such 
circumstances as have been described. 

The 12th article of the contract declares — 

“ That should any unforeseen circumstances, over which the com¬ 
pany have no control, take place, that may prevent it from fulfilling 
its obligations at the time specified, such as war or epidemic diseases, 
the supreme government of the Republic of Mexico shall make due 
allowance for such unforeseen circumstances by prolonging the time 
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for commencing or completing said railroad, in proportion to the 
time lost by such accidental events.” 

That the company are entitled to the benefit of this provision in 
their contract will hardly be questioned by any one who has read the 
message of the President of the United States to the present Con¬ 
gress ; and if further evidence were required, it may be found in the 
communication recently addressed to this government by that estab¬ 
lished in the city of Mexico. The President says, “ The country has 
been a prey to civil war,” and that “ the excesses which always 
attend upon civil war, especially in Mexico, are constantly occurring. 
Outrages of the worst description are committed both upon persons 
and property. There is scarcely any form of injury which has not 
been suffered by our citizens in Mexico during the last few years.” 
He mentions several instances of “ shocking,” “ wholesale,” and 
“ brutal massacre ” of American citizens, and alleges that “ murders 
of a still morq atrocious character have been committed,” adding 
that “ other outrages might be enumerated, but these are sufficient to 
illustrate the wretched state of the country and the unprotected con¬ 
dition of the persons and property of our citizens in Mexico.” He 
justly declares that “ the wrongs we have suffered from Mexico are 
before the world, and must deeply impress every American citizen.” 
We believe he is equally just in asserting that “ a government which 
is either unable or unwilling to redress such wrongs is derelict to its 
highest duty.” 

In the communication addressed to this government by that of 
President Miramon, the condition of the republic, during almost the 
whole period which has elapsed since the execution of the contract 
with the memorialists, is thus distinctly stated : “ The events occur¬ 
ring in the Mexican republic, and the war, at once obstinate and 
bloody, in which it has been involved for the last five years, are well 
known to foreign governments, and must be especially so to that of 
the United States.” 

In view of the facts thus conclusively established, how preposter¬ 
ous is the assumption on the part of Mexico that the memorialists 
have forfeited their privileges for failing to begin the road within any 
specified time ! Has she complied with her obligation to make due 
allowance for the unforeseen circumstances that have notoriously 
taken place to prevent the prosecution of the work ? Most assuredly 
she has not; and so in this particular she has unquestionably been 
guilty of a palpable violation of her plighted faith. 
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Your memorialists have thus demonstrated the injustice they have 
sustained from the government of Mexico, and that they, as Ameri¬ 
can citizens, upon this ground alone, may claim the interposition of 
their own government for the redress of the grievances of which 
they complain. 

But their claim for such interposition will be still more apparent if 
they can show that the interests of the government and people of the 
United States are identified with their own. 

It is conceded that the establishment of a more direct, safe, and 
rapid communication between the Atlantic and Pacific States and 
territories is a measure of the utmost importance to the welfare 
and perpetuity of the Union. 

Your memorialists deem it unnecessary for their present purpose 
to present a detailed statement of the advantages which would result 
to the United States from opening the particular transit covered by 
their charter. The importance of this route is admitted by the pro¬ 
visions referring to it, understood to be contained in the treaty before 
the Senate, and will be more apparent by inspection of the accom¬ 
panying map, on which are delineated the limits of the territory to 
which the concessions of the charter apply, and the line of railroad 
proposed by the company. The single fact, exhibited on the map, 
that this transit forms a part of the shortest line of communication 
between the Pacific Ocean and the ports of the Atlantic nearest Eu¬ 
rope, is sufficient to demonstrate that the commercial interests of the 
United States and Europe would be pre-eminently promoted by the 
construction of the proposed road. 

The question, however, which mainly addresses itself to the gov¬ 
ernment of the United States, is, Will the construction of this road 
be most facilitated by the recognition and protection of the rights 
claimed by the present company? Your memorialists propose to 
present some reasons for an affirmative answer to this question. 

It must be obvious that a provision for a mere general or abstract 
right of way can be of no practical effect or value until it shall 
become personal property and be vested in some particular individual 
or company. A vast work, like the one in view, cannot be carried 
out without the association and consolidation of capital, which can 
be effected only under a charter giving corporate rights and a per¬ 
petuity of succession. The enterprise will present no inducements 
for investment unless there is security for peculiar and exclusive 
privileges. The provision for a right of way in the treaty must 
therefore contemplate that the transit should be exclusively possessed or 
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controlled by some company now existing, or to be hereafter formed 
under a grant from Mexico. 

The memorialists believe that their charter contains all the privi¬ 
leges requisite for the investment and security of the capital necessary 
for the construction of the road, and provides all the immunities which 
could be desired for those who may use it. As before said, it affords 
an unrestricted right of way to persons and property across the ter¬ 
ritory of Mexico. It exonerates passengers and merchandise, while 
in transitu , from any tax or interruption whatever; and provides 
against extortionate charges for fares and freight. To the company 
it gives an exclusive right of way within limits sufficiently broad to 
prevent injurious competition; it gives them the privilege of intro¬ 
ducing laborers from abroad without restriction as to race or country; 
it exempts the employes of the company, whether natives or foreigners, 
from military service, and admits, at all times, free of duty, the iron 
and all other material necessary for the construction and maintenance 
of the road. It would be scarcely possible to obtain from any gov¬ 
ernment a charter possessing in itself more inducements for the 
investment of capital and more advantageous provisions for the pub¬ 
lic benefit. 

The charter which the memorialists hold emanated from a source 
which must especially commend it to the respect of capitalists. It 
proceeded from the most stable government known in Mexico for 
many years, and the last one whose authority was recognized as su¬ 
preme in the remotest provinces of the republic, and by all foreign 
governments. If another charter should be granted by either of the 
present governments in Mexico, what respect or confidence would 
such a grant command, derived, as it would be, from a power which 
has no actual control over the provinces in which the transit is located, 
and whose authority would not be acknowledged by them? The 
right to control the transits within their borders is now claimed, if 
not legally possessed, by the several northern States. No such 
claims were asserted at the time the charter was granted to your 
memorialists. The continuance of the government now recognized 
by our own is a matter of great doubt, and the speedy establishment 
of one which shall be respected throughout the whole territory of 
Mexico can hardly be expected. It is more probable that the govern¬ 
ment of Mexico will be resolved into those of its separate States. 
If such a condition of things should occur, what hope can there be 
of obtaining from the several States in which this transit lies conces¬ 
sions so advantageous to the enterprise proposed as those contained 
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in the present charter ? Is it not, then, the imperative duty of the 
government to give its sanction to a charter whose original and present 
legal validity cannot be questioned, and which secures all the benefits 
which the people of the United States can desire ? 

Even if another charter should be granted for the transit in view, 
it cannot be supposed that the memorialists will quietly relinquish 
rights which they have so dearly acquired, and whose validity they so 
earnestly maintain. The present company will stand in the way of 
any other which may be formed for opening this transit. Capitalists 
will be timid of investment where rights are in dispute. Any action 
of this government which should induce the granting of a charter to 
others for privileges claimed by the memorialists would inflict on this 
route the same conflict and controversy which have so fatally obstructed 
other transits across the continent. 

The question need not arise as to the ability of the present com¬ 
pany to carry on this enterprise to completion. No individual or 
limited association of persons, such as are generally the original 
undertakers of great enterprises, could be found possessing sufficient 
financial ability to complete a work of such magnitude. The strength 
of the company is to be derived from the value of their privileges, 
and, more than all, from the guaranty of the government. Capital 
is sure to seek privilege, especially when fortified by governmental 
sanction. This sanction is all that is required to give vitality and power 
to the present company ; for your memorialists have the fullest assur¬ 
ance of ample means to prosecute the work to completion, under their 
charter, provided they can obtain the guaranty and protection of the 
government of the United States. 

The company, notwithstanding the embarrassments to which they 
have been subjected, have obtained much information, and made many 
preliminary arrangements, which will be of great importance to the 
work in view. They have been, for a considerable time, in active 
co-operation with a company in Texas, who have a charter for a rail¬ 
road from Aransas Bay, one of the most important harbors on the 
Gulf of Mexico, to the Rio Grande, and who have already com¬ 
menced their work. It is proposed by the two companies to connect 
their lines, each being, the complement of the other, and the two 
making a complete transit, from ocean to ocean, of less than seven 
hundred miles. In connection with the company, referred to, they 
are now seeking, with every prospect of success, such legislation on 
the part of Texas as will consolidate the two companies, give unity 
to the transit, and facilitate, in many ways, the prosecution of the 
enterprise. 
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Your memorialists having shown, as they trust, that the interests of 
the government and people of the United States, as connected with 
this enterprise, are identified with the protection of their rights, beg 
leave to present another ground on which they regard themselves en¬ 
titled to the favorable consideration of their government. 

It is a principle acknowledged by all civilized governments, and 
distinctly recognized in the Constitution of the United States, that 
special protection and encouragement are due to inventors, discoverers, 
and authors. Your memorialists obtained their charter for a road on 
the line proposed at a time when public attention was directed solely 
to the Tehuantepec and Central American routes as the important 
transits to the Pacific. They were the first and only applicants for 
a charter for a railroad on this line, and hence were enabled to obtain 
it on most advantageous terms. They have no hesitation in declar¬ 
ing that they were the first to indicate by maps, pamphlets, and arti¬ 
cles in the public press, prepared by them and published at their 
expense, the advantages of the transit referred to, and believe that it 
was principally in consequence of the information furnished by them 
that provision was made in relation to this route in the treaty before 
the Senate. They may be justly called the projectors, discoverers, 
and inventors of the enterprise in view, and as such, if for no other 
reason, they conceive that they have a special claim upon their gov¬ 
ernment for favor and encouragement. 

Asserting these claims for positive protection, how much must they 
deprecate any action of the government which shall encourage 
Mexico to persist in her injustice towards them ? A ratification of 
the treaty, without provision for the protection of the rights of the 
memorialists, would be equivalent to a declaration that they have no 
rights under their charter. It would be a hardship, indeed, for their 
own government so to act as to consummate the wrong done by 
Mexico, unless, as cannot be pretended, some overruling public neces¬ 
sity requires it. 

Your memorialists therefore pray that your honorable body, hav¬ 
ing regard to their legal and moral claims, and to the most practi¬ 
cable 'means of opening a transit which will be of inestimable value 
to the government and people of the United States, will incorporate 
in the treaty referred to a provision protecting them against further 
wrongs on the part of Mexico, and securing them by an effective 
guaranty in the use, exercise, and enjoyment of the rights and privi¬ 
leges to which they are so justly entitled by virtue of their contract 
with the Mexican government; and if, from any cause, it shall be 
5 
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deemed improper to amend the treaty according to the prayer of your 
memorialists, they respectfully solicit such other measure of redress 
as in the judgment of your honorable body may be due to the rights 
and interests involved. 


Most respectfully submitted. 


•John L. Hayes, Secretary. 


LUKE LEA, 

President Rio Grande, Mexican, and 
Pacific Railroad Company. 


Washington, February 8, 1860. 





























